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Affordable Excursions on Beautiful Private Railcars Offered from 
Chicago Union Station Nov. 3-4 
 

● Special trips are in conjunction with ‘RailNation Chicago,’ the 50th anniversary 
celebration of the Rail Passengers Association 

● Saturday evening dinner train to run round-trip from Union Station to Manhattan, 
Ill. 

● Saturday Lunch Train  excursion to run to Manhattan  
● Tickets are now for sale and are available at 

http://railsnw.com/charter/Chicago_2017/Main_Page.htm 
 
2017 marks the fiftieth anniversary of the founding, in Chicago, of the National Association 
of Railroad Passengers, the nation’s foremost grassroots organization representing the 
users of passenger trains and rail transit and advocating the expansion and improvement 
of the United States’ national network of passenger trains. To commemorate a half century 
of progress for rail users, the Association is hosting ‘RailNation Chicago,’ a four-day 
celebration of all things rail in the nation’s railroad hub that will bring notable speakers, 
historic railroad equipment and displays, and more to the Windy City from November 2 
through 5. To help NARP Celebrate their anniversary New Heights Rail and the RailCenter 
LLC are offering two private passenger trains to commemorate the occasion.  
 
In conjunction with RailNation Chicago, New Heights Rail, the RailCenter LLC, the Friends 
of the 261, Metra, and the Iowa Pacific Railroad are co-hosting two unique opportunities to 
ride the rails of Chicagoland in style. Both trains will be powered by Iowa Pacific Holding’s 
historic EMD E9 diesel locomotives.Both special trips will be on board historic and 
beautifully restored and maintained privately-owned passenger railcars.  These include 
several classic full-length dome cars, a dining car, a parlor car, and a luxurious business car 
with an open rear platform. Passengers will have access to all the cars, including the 
opportunity to ride in the open air in vestibules, on both trips: 
 
On Saturday, Nov. 4, a special train will depart Union Station at 11:00 AM for a special 
3-hour trip covering the Southwest Service with lunch served on board, returning to Union 
Station at 1:45 PM. A three course lunch will be provided, consisting of lemon chicken, 
garlic potatoes wedges, green beans, a fresh salad, and a decadent dessert. Tickets for this 
excursion will be $100 per person for First Class, and 150 for Dome Class.  
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On Saturday, Nov. 4, a dinner train will depart Union Station at 7:00 PM. Every passenger 
will be served a sumptuous three-course meal over the course of a two and a half-hour 
round-trip to Manhattan, Ill. and back on Metra’s SouthWest Service route, traveling via 
Oak Lawn, Chicago Ridge, Palos Park, Orland Park and New Lenox. The train returns to 
Union Station at 9:30 PM. A ticket on this trip, which includes dinner, will cost $110 for 
First Class, and 160 for Dome Class.  
This is a rare opportunity to join fellow rail travelers to celebrate the past, present and 
future of passenger trains on board unique railcars in a city built by railroads. We look 
forward to having you on board. 
 
For more information, and to purchase tickets for either or both excursions, please visit 
http://railsnw.com/charter/Chicago_2017/Main_Page.htm or call 803-397-7526. 
 
More information about RailNation Chicago is at 
https://www.narprail.org/events/rail-nation-chicago/ 
 
More information about the National Association of Railroad Passengers is at 
www.narprail.org 
 
More about the Friends of the 261 is at www.261.com 
 
More about the Iowa Pacific Railroad  is at https://www.iowapacific.com  
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